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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BAMAKO 04279 010857Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 ACDA-12 10-13 /111W 

061882 020457Z/15 

R 3 1 1 749Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0560 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 

CONFIDENTIAL BAMAKO 4279 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, PINT, ML, SS 

SUB J : WESTERN SAHARAN DISPUTE: POSSIBLE MALIAN ROLE 

1 . SEVERAL INTER-RELATED DEVELOPMENTS DURING LAST WEEK HINT AT 
EFFORT BY MALI'S PRESIDENT MOUSSA TRAORE TO USE GOOD OFFICES IN 
WESTERN SAHARA DISPUTE. ONE IS UNCONFIRMED REPORT OF VISIT TO 
BAMAKO PAST FEW DAYS OF "POLISARIO" DELEGATION AUTHORIZED 
TO "MAKE REPRESENTATIONS," PRESUMABLY TO TRAORE. ANOTHER IS TIP 
TO EMBOFF THAT MALI'S FOREIGN MINISTER ALIOUNE BLONDINE BEYE 
VISITING ALGERIA (CONFIRMED BY OTHER SOURCES), ALLEGEDLY 
CARRYING COMMUNICATION BASED ON CONTRACT WITH KING HASSAN. 

BEYE MAY VISIT MOROCCO LATER. MAUTITANIAN MINISTER OF YOUTH 
AND SPORTS, MAJOR THIAM EL HADJ, VISITED BAMAKO END OF JULY 
AND ANOTHER MEMBER OF COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL RECOVERY MAY 
HAVE DROPPED IN LAST WEEK. BEYE STOPPED IN NOUAKCHOTT DURING 
RECENT 45 DAY DIPLOMATIC EXPEDITION. FINALLY, BAMAKO'S BEST 
HOTEL HAS BEEN ADVISED TO RESERVE ALL ROOMS FOR TEN DAYS IN 
OCTOBER, OSTENSIBLY FOR SAHELIAN CONFERENCE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BAMAKO 04279 010857Z 


2. IT IS NO SECRET HERE THAT TRAORE IS KEEN TO SEE WESTERN 
SAHARA DISPUTE SETTLED SOON. MALI FEARS ADVERSE REPERCUSSIONS 
STEMMING FROM PROXIMITY OF REMOTE PART OF MALI TO DISPUTED 
REGION. TRAORE SEES HIMSELF ON GOOD TERMS WITH ADVERSARIES. 

BUT BECAUSE ATTEMPT IN SPRING TO STAGE SAHARAN SUMMIT IN BAMAKO 
FIZZLED, LIKELY TO HOLD DETAILS OF ANY NEW INITIATIVE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

VERY CLOSE TO HIS CHEST. THUS AT THIS STAGE EMBASSY'S INFORMA- 
TION IS SUGGESTIVE BUT NOT PERSUASIVE. 

3. POST WOULD APPRRECIATE ANY INFORMATION ON POSSIBLE TRAORE 
ROLE IN WESTERN SAHARA DISPUTE. 

GRANER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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